
"The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me…” Psalm 138:8a 
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When I answered the phone in the middle of the night, I was so surprised to hear my 
motherôs voice!  I wondered what was wrong in the familyðwas some-
one ill? Did someone die? Why did Mama spend such a large amount of 

money to call me in Africa?  This call must be very important.  

She explained that the pastor had praised her for being at church each 

Sunday for the past three months. Mama had raised seven kids and 
made sure we were in church Sunday morning, Sunday evening, 
Wednesday night, and well, any time the doors were opened.  Because 
of marital difficulties, however, mama was not always able to leave the 
house to even attend church. Could just being praised for church atten-
dance be the reason Mama had called all the way around the world?  

As I listened to mama talk,  I was soon overwhelmed with emotion as 

mama shared her greater news, ñGuess what! I have a job in the 
church.ò No pastor that I knew of had ever asked mama to do anything 
in the church. She was usually ignored or known as the woman with all 
the kids . Having completed only two years of grammar school, Mama 
could not read or write well; she didnôt know how to type or give a 
speech. No one had ever asked her to teach a Sunday school class or serve on the board. 

She had always remained a visitor in her own church, a person without purpose.  

What position did mama receive that made her feel so excited and fulfilled?  What job in the 
church could be so important to call me in Africa?  The job was to simply ask each person 
for prayer requests as they arrived, and then tell the pastor.   With love and commitment 
and at the age of 61, Mama accepted her first job in the church.  She had found a purpose.  
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The menôs dorm is nearing completion.    

We are thankful for the Alaska and 

North Alabama districts for helping to 

fund this project.  The roof is on, and 

this week the siding will be placed on 

the outer walls.  The metal steps are 

ready to be put in place.   

As funds continue to come in, we will 

build closets, bunk beds, and desks.  

As people continue to give, we will 

hook up electricity and build a rest-

room.  Isnôt it exciting what can be 

accomplished when we work together 

in building Godôs kingdom! 

Happy Motherôs Day,  

Mama ðI miss you.   

Geneva Silvernail                                                                                   May 2010  



My sisters Sue and Linda  have supported me in times 

of stress and heartache.  Without them, I would not be 

the Christian person I am today.  We pray for one an-

other.  We cry together. We laugh together.   

When I was ordained, Sue and Linda planned a white 

water rafting trip to celebrate ðbut I think it was planned 

just to keep me humble.   These two understand why 

noise from a TV at night makes me feel safe so I sleep 

better, and why looking for hiding places when entering 

a new room or new building is more than a habit.  

I still blame Sue about the time we called Mama on the 

phone.  How do you explain to the man who answered 

that our mother was dead, and we three women were 

just calling her old number to see if she would answer!  

Linda even gave me a piece of land for my birthday ðit 

was a burial plot.  She has promised to give me a place 

to stay with her when I retire, and has even convinced 

her husband that it is the right thing to do.  Poor Man!  

I love all my sisters, whether by birth, marriage, or in 

Christ. We are friends forever.  

I have six sisters who have been special friends to me.  

Sisters and close friends are hard to define.  

My older sister Barbara  was a mentor to me in my early 

years, encouraging me to join quizzing, go to church 

camp, and do my best in school.  She cut my hair and 

taught me how to roll it with rags and bobby pins. I miss 

those days of ñgrowing up.ò 

Roberta  came to be my sister by marriage.  Since she 

has served as a missionary, she understands many of 

the challenges I have faced in world areas.  I always 

smile when I remember the Christmas tree decorated 

with lights she put up in her backyard on the 4th of July 

when we came back to the US from Africa.   

Carolyn also came to be my sis-

ter by marriage. What person 

would give her extra overtime/

vacation pay to a sister who was 

a missionary?  Hmm. Maybe she 

is remembering that I babysat 

when she and her husband vis-

ited me in St. Croix.  I wonder 

did she really come to visit me or 

was she just wanting to go to the beach? Or did I want 

her to come just so I could go to the beach!  

My friendship with LaVeta grew until we became sisters.  

We laugh and say we were in jail together ðno not incar-

cerated, we sang and held worship services in a prison in 

Florida. We were known as the Candlelights . Hey! Maybe 

we will do it again when we retire.  Know of a church 

that wants grandmothers who used to be able to sing?  

A Sister is a Friend Forever  

In 1996, when I faced a difficult 

time in my life, a group of 

women in Sunday school sur-

rounded me with love and en-

couragement.  They have con-

tinued to pray for me, send me 

emails and cards, and give me 

hugs whenever I return to 

Nashville First Church. Although 

the original group in the Upper 

Room has changed, their prom-

ise to be faithful in prayer has 

remained constant.  

Women of the Upper Room  

SPECIAL WOMEN IN MY LIFE  
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Women  

who pray  

for me  

and  

encourage  

me  

 

My brother always wants in the picture!  

L to R: Geneva, Linda, Larry, Sue.  



When MNBC faculty re-

ceive scholarships, they 

sign a contract that they 

will return to the Col-

lege.  Elis Kaui is on her 

summer break from Asia

-Pacific Nazarene Theo-

logical College (APNTS) 

where she is taking 

classes for the Master of Divinity.  While home in 

PNG, she is teaching courses at the Bible College 

and also taking classes in the APNTS extension 

program.  As an ordained elder, Elis mentors 

young women. They see Elis as a woman of faith 

committed to the church and Godôs calling.   

Rosen Kiap is a student at MNBC and 

the Womenôs Ministry Leader in 

Papua New Guinea.  All her confer-

ences are filled to overflowing with 

women across the nation.  But Rosen 

is not your ordinary womenôs minis-

try leader.  She is dedicated to help-

ing those who have HIV/AIDS.   Per-

haps you saw her on the World Mis-

sion video or during General Assem-

bly last year.  Her ministry of love offers a place to live with 

spiritual and medical counseling to those who knock on her 

door.  Those who come find a place that promises hope for 

eternal life.  

Where will you be in two years?  
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Elis and Rosen ðSpecial Women in PNG  

Women I Love to Remember...  

¶ Debby who lets me win at Hand and Foot.  

¶ Billy who knows why my name is George.  

¶ Nina, a mentor who can speak southern.  

¶ Karen who cooks beans and cornbread for me.  

¶ Gail who tells me about paying bills.  

¶ Roberta who always has a room to share.  

¶ Alice who helped me break the gender barrier.  

¶ Kathy and Becky who include me at Kudjip.  

¶ Grace who directed me and organized my life.  

¶ Esther who always remembers to encourage.  

¶ Faith who always found a reason for a party.  

¶ Angel who exchanged recipes.  

¶ Beverly who always listened.  

¶ Peggy who accompanied me 

on the Life Flight.  

¶ Lero and Joyce who stayed with me in time of danger.  

¶ Rosie who always has a meal ready when I am tired.  

¶ Michele who reminds my son how wonderful I am.  

¶ Judy who would go the extra mile without being asked.  

¶ Marnie who trusted me to officiate her wedding.  

¶ Raedeen who always knew when to send an email and prayer.  

¶ Donname who always remembers me no matter where I am.  

Faith and Marnie  

Auricia shares my birthday ðApril 23.  

When I was her teacher, she shared her 

dreams to be to be ordained and to obtain a 

masterôs degree.  I encouraged her to hold 

on to her dream and promised her that God 

would help her find the funds and a way to 

get her degree in counseling and be or-

dained.  I challenged her that in two years, 

she could still be dreaming or she could 

have started that degree and worked on 

being ordained ðwhich would it be?  
 

Auricia wrote, ñI was ordained as an (elder) 

Sunday, 28, March 2010. It was a beautiful 

service and a life changing experience.ò   
 

Where will you be in two years if you donôt 

make that decision you are thinking about?  

As Counselor Noeline says on her website: 

“Are You Ready...to cross that bridge from 

where you are ...to where you want to be?” Auricia Williams  

When I see students hesitate about com-

pleting their education, I always challenge 

them: òWhere will you be in two years? 

Whether you continue or not in your stud-

ies, the two years will pass.ò 

Noeline  in Trinidad wrote, ñI graduated 

with the Master's degree, and I have since 

been an associate with Douglas and Associ-

ates Ltd. headed by Dr. Dianne Douglas, 

Clinical Psychologist.   I remember that 

when I was on the verge of deciding not to 

continue my studies you counseled me that 

whether I continued or not, the two years 

would pass.    

ñIt was up to me to decide where I wanted 

to be at the end of those two 

years.   Thanks so much for your wise ad-

vice. I feel a great sense of purpose and 

competence in Christ to fulfill my ministry.ò 



                                Bragging Rights ðHappy Birthday Debbie and Hannah.   

Debbie is my middle daughter.  Some birth order books say that the middle 

daughter is a peacekeeper. This is true for Debbie likes to restore connections 

and relationships. The psychologists also say that middle children are less de-

cisive.  Not so with Debbie; she is a decision maker and a leader. Some psy-

chologists say that middle children are less connected to the rest of the fam-

ily.  Again, not so with Debbie.  She is the one to bring the family together 

and keep everyone connected through family vacations, family meals and fun 

outings.  Happy Birthday Debbie.  Wish I were there to take you out to eat.  

 

This week I talked to Hannah on Skype.  She giggled and said that she will be six years old,     

not 16 as I had guessed! Hannah is the baby and princess of the family.  The birth order books 

state that the youngest is funnier.  This is so true, Hannah makes us all laugh.  Even if we donôt understand her 

knock -knock jokes, she laughs, and we all laugh with her.  Psychologists say the youngest are the ones to take 

chances and are more likely to be an artist, entrepreneur or adventurer.  Time will tell us if this is true.  In the 

meanwhile, Hannah will just be the one to make us laugh.  Happy Birthday, Hannah.  Wish I were there to bake 

you a cake.  
 

As a missionary I try to communicate and visit with my children and grandchildren as much as I can. I donôt care 

which is their order of birth ðI just want to make sure each feels that they are number one in my book.  

 

Melanesia Nazarene Bible College  

PO Box 376  

Mt. Hagen, WHP 281  

PAPUA NEW GUINEA  

Cell Phone 675 - 7264 - 8288  

(To call from US  

DIAL 011 before the number)  

genevasilvernail@hotmail.com  

gsilvernail@apnaz.org  

US Contact Information  
 

1617 Woodhaven Ct.  

Lebanon, TN 37087  USA  

SKYPE 1 - 615 - 692 - 1651  

 

Available Sundays in  

2011  

June 5, 12, 19  

July 10, 17  

August 21  

November 13  

December 4, 11, 18  

 

Available Sundays in  

2012  

January 1, 8, 15,22, 

29  

February 5, 12  

March 4, 25  

April 1, 8, 15, 22  

2011 DEPUTATION 
May 1 AM/PM Sparta, MI 

May 7 Nampa, ID 

May 15 Sitka, Alaska 

May 17-18 Ketchican, AK 

May 19 Juneau, AK 

May 20 Cordova, AK 

May 22 AM Anchorage Jewel Lake, AK 

May 22 PM Anc Hillcarest/Samoan, AK 

May 23 Kodiak, AK 

May 24 Palmer/Eagle River/Wasilla, AK 

May 25 Chapel/Souljourn, AK 

May 26 Seward, AK 

May 27 Nikiski/Soldotna, AK 

May 29 AM Two Rivers, AK 

May 29 PM Fairbanks First/North Pole, AK 

June 2  ALASKA District NMI Convention 

June 15 CANADA West District NMI Convention 

June 25 -26 AM Potomac, IL 

July 3 AM Sweetwater, ETN 

July 24 AM/PM Cleveland, E TN 

July 25-August 2 Reserved 

Aug. 3-14 Georgia Tour 

Aug. 6-7 AM/PM Sandersville, GA 

Aug. 20-21 AM Mercy Hill, N AL 

Aug. 27-28 AM Cookeville, E TN 

Sept. 4 AM Crossroads, E TN 

Sept 10-11 Oak Ridge New Life, E TN 

Sept. 18 AM/PM Auburn, IN 

Sept. 24-25 Spring Arbor, MI 

Oct. 2 AM Alva, NW Oklahoma 

Oct. 9-16 Texas Tour 

Oct. 30 Hutchinson, KS 

Nov 5-6 AM/PM Winter Haven, Central FL 

2012 DEPUTATION 

Feb 17-19 Georgia Youth Quake 

Feb 20-26 Georgia Tour 

March 11-18 Indianapolis District Tour 

Friends who pray and care.  


