
heated on the ground away from the pit.  The 

bottom and sides of the pit are lined with ba-

nana leaves before 

some of the hot stones 

are put in.  A freshly 

killed pig and garden 

vegetables with wild 

greens are placed into 

the pit with layers of 

banana leaves to keep 

in the heat.  

The temperature in the mumu can be as high 

as 250°C (482° F).  Experienced cooks do not 

overcook or undercook the meat and vegeta-

bles.  When you come, we will have a mumu! 

We canôt have a celebration  in 

PNG without having a mumu.  (A 

mumu is not a Hawaiian dress.)  A mumu in 

an earthen oven in PNG.  Because it is 

strenuous work, men usually do the hard job 

of preparing the pit and the food for a mumu.  

A deep cone-like pit is dug.  Stones are then 

                                     Whatôs for Lunch? 

When I spoke at their commencement, I had 

no idea of what the next few days would hold 

for the graduates of the Nazarene College of 

Nursing. I spoke on the importance of taking 

their ñHands Offò the future and acknowledging 

Godôs will. I reminded them that we must put 

our plans, our families, and our jobs in His 

hands and trust Him.   I warned them that 

heartache comes to all, but God will be there 

for us.  He will even bring people into our lives 

to lean on in times of trouble. 

Just a few days later, I visited the village of 

one of the nursing graduates whose father had 

died unexpectedly.  We approached the village 

with the customary wailing.  I noticed friends 

and family who had gathered to express their 

sorrowðsome having spread mud over their 

face and body, some with clothes torn, others 

with hair shaved off, and even one had pulled 

his teeth.  I did not notice anyone who had 

chopped off their fingers, but later heard that 

one had.  We stayed a short while, prayed with 

the young studentôs family and village mem-

bers and left. 

While Christians brought comfort and hope; 
others brought confusion and sadness.  A me-
dium was called in to discover the identity of 

the sorcerer who may have worked ñpoisonò 
on the man causing him to die.  After point-
ing out two such persons, the tribe tortured 
them.   
 
Blaming witchcraft for unexplained events is 
common in rural PNG.   If a person dies, 
they believe somebody should be held re-
sponsible. They accuse someone of sorcery 
and the whole village decides what should 
happen to them.  Consider what you would 
think if you had no scientific knowledge and 
someone suddenly died.   
 
Please be in prayer for spiritual break-
through and deliverance for the Miamka 
tribe.  Pray for the medical missionaries and 
Chaplain Taime and Chaplain Moses at 
Kudjip as they continue to organize prayer 
meetings with the tribe who live near the 
hospital. Pray that Christians will stand for 
the right against those who wish to use sor-
cery and ways of Satan. 

March 2010                                                                   Geneva Silvernail  
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Donors in March  

 

(Books, scholarships, 

computers, clothing, 

shoes, etc.)  

 

¶ Sweetwater Church of 

the Nazarene, E TN  

 

¶ H. Hamlin Scholarship  

 

¶ J Jones Scholarship  

 

¶ Decherd Church of the 

Nazarene, E TN  

 

¶ Salem Church of the 

Nazarene, North AL  

 

¶ David and Michele   

Silvernail  

 

¶ Ben and Dee Kaney  

 

¶ Debbie Silvernail  

 

¶ Cody and Amanda    

Lambert  

 

¶ Books for Pastors  

 

¶ Ellen Syvret  

 

HANDS OFF! 



  SILVERLININGS                                                  Page 2 

Uncle Jerry (Jerry Porter) reunited with David and Deb-

bie.  They enjoyed talking about their time together in the 

Dominican Republic when David and Debbie were in pri-

mary school. 

MELANESIA NAZARENE  

BIBLE COLLEGE 

 
INSTALLATION  H

IGHLIGHTS 

The thought of faculty and students; missionaries and 

church leaders; alumni and church members; and family 

and community friends all praying for me will remain a 

precious memory. 

Dignitaries on Platform from Left to Right: 

 

Regional Education Coordinator Dr. Melvin Rigsby 

MNBC Principal Dr. Geneva Silvernail 

National Executive Board of Trustees Chair Rev. Andrew Akus 

Asia-Pacific Regional Director Dr. Verne Ward 

General Superintendent Dr. Jerry Porter 

Melanesia Field Strategy Coordinator Harmon Schmelzenbach 
Dr. Jerry Porter led the dedication prayer as family, board 

members, and faculty gathered nearby. 

Rather than celebrating a person, an installation 

service is actually a celebration of a college. The 

National Board of Trustees, and the faculty and 

staff of  Melanesia Nazarene Bible College are to 

be commended for their leadership.  They are the 

ones who have the vision.  The principal is just 

the one who takes the vision and turns it into 

something practical and attainable.  I am honored 

to be led by such a group of committed men and 

women.  I wish to thank Rev. Dave Kerr and his 

committees for all their dedication in planning 

and working to make our celebration a success. 




